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Rhode Island Housing Resources Commission 
Minutes of June 24, 2011  

Quarterly Meeting 
 

 
 
 

Commissioners & Designees: 

Cola, Jeanne – Chair 
Bodington, Susan 
Botts, Christine 
Fenton, William 
Flynn, Kevin 
Hannifan, Chris 
Kiesel, Marilyn 

McGunagle, Joanne 

Reed, James 
Sekeres, Bonnie 

Simon, Peter; Representing Novas, Ana 
Taylor, Catherine  
Valliere, Albert 
Zaslow, Carrie 

 
Staff: 
 

Frumerie, Caitlin 
House, June 
Kimes, Charles 
Kue, Simon 

Neirinckx, Ray 
Price, Darlene 
Tondra, Michael  
Vittorioso, Dawn 

 
 

Guests 
 

Dennehy, Peter DeClercq, Wendi 
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1.  Call to Order 
 

The meeting was called to order by Jeanne Cola, Chair at 8:35 a.m. 
 

2.  Approval of April 29, 2011 Minutes 
 

Marilyn Kiesel moved acceptance of the minutes as submitted and Jim Reed seconded.  Minutes 
approved. 
 
Before moving on to the next agenda item, Jeanne took a moment to introduce Dr. Peter Simon, 
representing Ana Novas.   
 

3.  Report of the Chair 
 

Jeanne introduced Mike Tondra who then discussed the following items: 
 
Consolidated Homeless Fund - Annual applications have been submitted and are currently under 
staff review.  The review committee will meet over the next couple weeks to draft award 
recommendations.  This year, the Entitlement cities Pawtucket, Providence and Woonsocket 
included their Emergency Shelter/Solutions Grant allocations in this process. 
 

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) - CDBG annual applications have been 
submitted.  Mike said that he anticipates the review process to be completed by early August.   
 
Lead Program - A hearing was conducted on the proposed changes to the State's Lead law.  Text 
will be provided to the Board, who will be asked to approve the final language at the September 
Housing Resources Commission (HRC) meeting. 
 
Disaster Recovery Funding – Funding recommendations have been finalized.  However, the 
awards announcements will be delayed until supplemental information from several applicants 
has been received.  Mike then noted that there may be a second funding round due to the 
shortage of activities that were eligible and the number of applicants that were disqualified.  
 

Interagency Council on Homelessness (ICH) – The State has signed a Memorandum of 
Agreement (MOA) with the Corporation for Supportive Housing, United Way, Rhode Island 
Foundation and Rhode Island Housing which will facilitate dedicated staff, Michelle Brophy, to 
further the objectives of the ICH.   
 
On June 21st, the inaugural meeting of the ICH was held; most of the State Directors were 
present and they acknowledged the homelessness impacts to their agency.  Mike then said that 
these ICH meetings will generally be held on a quarterly basis. 
 
Building Homes Rhode Island (BHRI) Funding – As a reminder, as of earlier this year, all of the 
funding has been committed.  Mike then said that several groundbreakings/ribbon cuttings have 
occurred over the past couple months including Stillwater, Community Works, Mercantile Block 
AS220, West Elmwood and Operation Stand Down.  The HRC Executive Director has been on 
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the speaking program for these events to highlight the positive investment of State housing 
funds. 
 
Budget – Mike said that the General Assembly released the final budget; which is consistent with 
the Governor’s budget.  State funding for the Neighborhood Opportunities Program (NOP) has 
not been restored.  However, the General Assembly required Rhode Island Housing (RIH) to 
fund the program in the amount of $1.5M.  The funds will be distributed in accordance with 
NOP regulations/guidelines.  Susan Bodington added that RIH’s budget cycle mirrors the State’s 
budget; it begins July 1st.  Susan said that the preliminary budget is scheduled to be presented 
before RIH’s Board in August.  
 
At this time, Mike asked if anyone had any questions.  Dr. Peter Simon asked if there is a 
commitment to share data collected among agencies of the ICH.  In response, Mike said that the 
Council discussed data sharing.  Each area has a data information system and the Council 
recognizes that there will be some obstacles for sharing the data; such as confidentiality and fire 
walls.  However, they will make an effort to share the data. 
 

4.  BHRI-NOP Adjustments/Amendments – Process Discussion 
 
Jeanne began by explaining the current process for project adjustments/amendments.  To ensure 
that the Commission moves in the direction that is agreed upon, Jeanne and Mike asked the 
commission for their input on how to handle projects requiring adjustments/amendments going 
forward.   
 
After a lengthy discussion, the Commission concluded that as long as the scope of the project 
remains the same (the number of units & funding), then it will be up to staff to approve the 
project adjustment/amendments.  Anything outside of the scope involving additional funding or 
additional units, the Commission would review the project and make a decision.  In the end, the 
Commission decided that a policy will be prepared and possibly considered during the next HRC 
meeting. 
 

5.  Announcements 
 
Jeanne distributed the Housing Works Rhode Island June, 2011 Issue Brief (see attachment 1).  
The Brief discusses the Building Homes Rhode Island Bond and lists the accomplishments 
during the last four years. 
 
Dr. Peter Simon suggested a future meeting to discuss the links between providing healthy 
housing and how it can have an impact on the costs of Medicaid & Medicare.  He then suggested 
holding a future meeting to discuss ways to link database information. 
 
Mike Tondra announced that a representative from HUD will be visiting to summarize the 
program objectives.  The meeting will take place at One Capitol Hill in Conference Room A on 
Monday, June 27, 2011 from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
 
The next Housing Resource Meeting will be held on September 23, 2011 @ 8:30 a.m..  
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6.  Public Comment Period 
 
Wendi DeClercq, on behalf of Housing Works RI, said that if anyone would like additional 
Issues of the Brief, you may contact her or Housing Works RI. 
 

7.  Adjourn 
 
As there were no further comments, the meeting adjourned at 9:20 a.m. 
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Attachment 1 
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